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Santa Rosa Island (SRI) holds an abundance of historical, cultural, and ecological resources 
which are protected by the National Park Service. The Santa Rosa Island Research Station 
(SRIRS) is responsible for facilitating CSUCI student engagement with island resources, 
promoting interdisciplinary skills, and encouraging ecological stewardship. The variety and 
number of cultural resources on the island often result in inevitable visitor interactions. 
Furthermore, insufficient manpower within the island’s backcountry means that these 
interactions occur largely unsupervised. While the majority of visitors to the island have 
received some form of formal/informal stewardship education related to natural resources, 
many visitors are unsure of how to interact with the park’s cultural materials due to a lack 
of sufficient education materials. This research evaluates visitor habits and levels of cultural 
resource awareness through social media, as well as surveys distributed to CSUCI students 
and faculty, SRIRS staff, and Indigenous stakeholders. I present recommendations to the 
SRIRS and NPS for the improved management of visitor interactions with cultural 
resources on Santa Rosa Island to further encourage the preservation of its archaeological 
sites.

I. Qualtrics Survey:
A. Assessment of current cultural resource 

awareness among CSUCI students and 
faculty, SRIRS staff, and Indigenous 
stakeholders

B. Distributed via email, word of mouth, and 
posted QR codes throughout campus

C. Respondents were asked to provide insight 
about their experiences with cultural 
resources, preparation for visiting the SRIRS, 
and their current understanding of SRI’s 
cultural resources and their management

II. Research via Social Media Platforms:
A. Instagram (Public Posts)

1. Hashtags: #ChannelIslandsNationalPark 
(26.4k+ posts); 
#SantaRosaIsland (5,000+ posts)

2. Geotagging: 73 mile radius

The survey results point to a distinct gap in cultural resource awareness among those 
who interact with the resources of Santa Rosa Island. Evidence located through literature 
review and social media networks provide evidence that education, when perceived in an 
effective format, can provide visitors with the tools they need to appropriately interact 
with cultural resources. The next step in the process of fostering environmental and 
cultural stewardship among visitors, students, and faculty is the formation of educational 
materials that take our evolving culture into account (Morrison et all 2018). As our 
avenues for communication grow, so does our need for communication guidelines. Learning 
how to communicate appreciation for the island in a respectful manner is the responsibility 
of stewards, and it is the responsibility of those who facilitate interactions to educate 
others.

The effectiveness of educational materials is dependent upon a variety of factors, such 
as environment, availability, accessibility, and mode of communication. 84.6% of respondents 
indicated they would be open to receiving cultural resource awareness training prior to 
visiting the SRIRS. 32% of survey respondents indicated they would be open to receiving 
this information in the form of an informational handout, and 28% of respondents would 
prefer receiving it in the form of an online training session. To help visitors better 
understand the importance of historical and cultural materials, I recommend that the SRIRS 
and NPS consult Indigenous stakeholders for their input. The consideration of Indigenous 
perspective is paramount in the formation of these materials. Second, I recommend that 
the existing curriculum is modified to address modern issues, so that visitors are made 
aware of how to post online responsibly. The inclusion of proper ‘posting etiquette’ is 
essential to respectful discourse online.
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Introduction
Santa Rosa Island (SRI) is the second largest California island with an area of 84 square 
miles. SRI is extremely rich in both cultural and ecological significance. Once occupied by 
Indigenous peoples, such as the Chumash and Tongva, and utilized by ranchers who 
introduced livestock, these islands tell a long history of technological and cultural 
development (Power et. al 2014). In recent years, social media exposure has contributed to 
a rise in visitation at Santa Rosa Island. Many visitors travel to SRI to experience its 
spacious and isolated backcountry. Due to the abundance of cultural resources on the 
island, unsupervised interactions between visitors and archaeological sites often occur. 
Increased visitation and naturally occurring processes contribute to erosion and 
archaeological site degradation (Jazwa 2018, Reeder 2012). Increased rates of visitation 
ultimately result in a higher frequency of unsupervised and inappropriate interactions 
(Selwyn 2008). Unfortunately, these interactions are regularly the byproduct of insufficient 
access to education (Huang 2019). This research serves to provide recommendations that 
are tailored to fit the modern dynamics concerning visitor interactions.

13,000 ya

Chumash Era

Date of the 
earliest known 
Chumash 
remains on SRI; 
the Chumash 
inhabit SRI and 
surrounding 
islands.

First 
European 
Contact

Juan Cabrillo 
and his men 
make the first 
documented 
contact with the 
Chumash.

1542

Otter Trade 
Begins

Otter trade begins 
to gain popularity 
on the West 
Coast.

1700

Historic 
Ranching Era 

Begins

Shortly after SRI 
land was 
granted to the 
Carillo brothers, 
livestock are 
introduced and 
the ranching era 
begins.

1844

The More Era 
Begins

Severe drought 
follows and 
majority of 
livestock are 
removed from the 
island.

1854

Vail & Vickers 
Era Begins

Vail & Vickers 
have full 
ownership of the 
island. Cattle 
ranching returns 
to the island and 
building efforts 
follow.

1902

National Park 
Service 

Purchase

NPS acquires 
part ownership of 
SRI, in 
conjunction with 
Vail & Vickers.

1986

End of 
Ranching Era

Vail & Vickers 
shuts down. NPS 
acquires the last 
of SRI.

1998

Brief Timeline of SRI History

of respondents 
indicated that they 
were aware of cultural 
resources on SRI.

93.33%

- Mostly CSU 
students, staff, and 
SRI visitors

of respondents who 
visited SRI reported 
encountering cultural 
resources during their 
visit.

100%

- Encountering 
cultural resources 
while visiting is 
extremely likely

of respondents 
indicated that they had 
not received cultural 
resource awareness 
training.

61%

- A need for further 
awareness among 
those who interact 
with SRI

Social Media Findings

Caption/description of a photo posted by a 
user on Instagram. This photo was posted 
with hashtags, which were later deleted.

Example of an informative 
and educational comment left 
by another user. 

Previous comment cont.

Response from original 
poster.


