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Introduction

• Having a loved one behind bars 
does not only affect the person 
doing the time. It also affects the 
family members who waits for 
them. Incarceration is linked to 
mood disorders including major 
depressive disorder and bipolar 
disorder. It also rips apart 
communities, disproportionately 
hurts people of color and can result 
in negative attitudes toward 
authority. 



Main Thesis
In this presentation I will argue that
women of color have been oppressed and
incarcerated since the Spanish
colonization. For examples, Indian women
were imprisoned in monjeríos in Spanish
Missions of California and during the 20th

century Mexican girls and women were
incarcerated in the Ventura School for
Girls
The Ventura School for Girls facility was
established in 1913 to incarcerate young
women ranging from 13 to 25 years of age
as wards of the states. These women were
imprisoned because they were runaways,
got into trouble with the law and refused
to cooperate with police during the 1942
Sleepy Lagoon Trial. In 1962 the
correctional faculty moved to Camarillo as
part of the California Youth Authority.



Literature Review
❖ Demarginalization The 

Intersection of Race and Sex: 
A Black Feminist Critique of 
Antidiscrimination Doctrine, 
Feminist Theory and 
Antiracist Politics
(Crenshaw, 1989)

❖ The Pachuca Panic: Sexual 
and Cultural Battlegrounds in 
World War II Los Angeles 
(Escobedo, 2007)

❖ Locating Absence: The 
Forgotten Presence of 
Monjerios in Alta California 
Missions
(Vaughn, 2011)



Ethnic Studies 
Lens

❖ Without African American Women 
there would be no path for other 
women of color to stand up for 
their rights

❖ Unfortunately, African American 
Women have been seen as less 
because of their color of their skin

❖ Inspire other women to do the 
same



Methods
❖ Archival research

❖ Newspaper clippings



Finding # 1

❖My findings show that Mexican 
American girls were targeted 
because of their race, gender and 
because of their histories of 
delinquency, sexual promiscuity, 
and involvement with gang 
menace on the murder names the 
Sleepy Lagoon

❖Young women get sent to Ventura 
School for Girls to serve time 
given



Finding # 2

v

This shows the real treatment these 
girls get inside the Ventura School for 
Girls.

I utilized the Ventura Museum to obtain 
this clipping and here it talks about 
their unfairness of treatment

For example officers use the “ice pack” 
treatment to threatened them when 
they did not follow orders



Conclusion
Women have been fighting for decades 
to be treated with equity 

Incarceration system is not for the 
people of color

We need more counseling services 
rather than incarceration
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